
C R A W  103

 H igh  quality  w inter w eetbix w h eat

CRA W  103  is a h igh  quality , autum n/w inter sow n w eetbix w h eat, w h ich  h as been bred by
C rop & Food Research  at L incoln.  It is recom m ended for sow ing in C anterbury  autum n w h eat
regions.  C rop & Food Research  trials indicate th at CRA W  103 y ields are sim ilar to M onad and
Kotuku and about 15 -20% below  Im p act.  It h as good resistance to m ost com m on w h eat leaf

diseases and p roduces a large soft grain of good p rocessing quality  desired by  th e end users.  

Key Features
# G ood p rocessing quality  desired

by  end users
# C on s isten t y ields across

districts/m anagem ent
# A utum n, w inter and early  sp ring

sow n
# G ood resistance to strip e rust

and sp eckled leaf blotch
# G ood straw  strength  and

resistance to sh edding
# H igh  grain w eigh t and low

screenings

Characteristics
CRA W  103 is an early /m edium  m aturing
autum n/w inter w h ite w h eat, w ith  m edium  h eigh t
and good straw  strength . It tillers and sets grain
m ore sp arsely  th an m ost m odern w h eats.  

L ike all w h ite w h eats, CRA W  103 h as lim ited
sp routing resistance, is easily  th resh ed, and
p roduces grain w ith  w eigh ts of 4 0-4 5  g/1000 (in
av erage seasons), low  screenings and av erage test
w eigh ts. 

CR A W  103 h as good resistance to strip e rust and
sp eckled leaf blotch  (Septoria tritici), w ith
av erage resistance to m ildew , barley  y ellow  dw arf
v irus (BYD V ) and leaf rust.

M ean v alues for tw o or th ree sites in  Canterbury  autum n trials 
(source: C rop & Food Research  regional trials).
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Management

Sowing
CRA W  103 is best sow n in   May , but can be
sow n in June or July . Th e recom m ended sow ing
rate is 110-130 kg/h a. A s w ith  all w h eats, BYD V
p rev ention is recom m ended w h en sow ing early
or in m ild w inters.  

Fertiliser
CRA W  103 p roduces av erage w h eat y ields.
W h ere adequate soil m oisture w ill be av ailable
from  tillering to late grain-fill, m edium  lev els of
nitrogen sh ould be ap p lied from  early  grow th
stages (Zadoks G S 21) to 1st or 2nd node
(Zadoks G S 31-32) to ach iev e desired y ield
lev els. 

Straw Strength
CRA W  103 h as good straw  strength  in m ost
conditions but, like all w h eats, straw  sh ortener
at av erage rates (1.0-1.5  l/h a ch lorm equat) m ay
be of benefit w h ere exp ected y ields are ov er 7
t/h a or w h ere th ere h as been lush  and v igorous
sp ring grow th .

Fungicides
Fungicides w ill usually  be required during
early  stem  extension for m ildew  control and
after ear em ergence to control m ildew  and oth er
late leaf and ear diseases.  Regular observ ations
sh ould be m ade during th e season for all
diseases.

Irrigation
CRA W  103 w ill benefit from  irrigation
w h enev er it is necessary , but esp ecially  during
grain-fill, to ensure y ield p otential is ach iev ed
by  adequately  filling th ose grains set.  If th is
cultiv ar is subjected to w ater stress at early
grow th  stages, grain num bers m ay  be low .

Harvesting 
CRA W  103 h as little sp routing resistance so
sh ould be h arv ested p rom p tly  to av oid any
p h y sical or quality  deterioration. 
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Marketing
New  Zealand Institute for C rop & Food
Research  L im ited, as h ead licensee, h av e
ap p ointed W righ tson Seeds L td as seed
p roduction licensee.

A s CRA W  103 is undergoing final p re-com m ercial ev aluation, th e abov e inform ation is based on lim ited
trial data and observ ations.  G row ers sh ould m onitor new  cultiv ar crop s closely  and seek adv ice to
ensure th ey  are m anaged to ach iev e th eir p otential.  

Contacts for further technical support and information

Your local Wrightson agent Ross Hanson
Crop & Food Research 
Private Bag 4704
Christchurch
Tel. 03 325 6400 Direct 03 325 6401 Ext. 3536#
Mobile 025 535 507 Fax 03 325 2704
A.H. 03 325 2594 Email hansonr@crop.cri.nz


